The history of KONGOURIN]JI-temple

£ KONGOURIN]JI-temple was estab- In the Kamakura era, KONGOURIN]JI-temple consisted of hundred

& lished in obedience to an order priest's lodges, and even now, some of the ruins are seen
N7, 4% of the Emperor Shomu in 741. along the approach. Many statues of Buddha were en-
b &7 Z \j This temple is sacred to shrined in them and fourteen of them are designat-

- _/f;: X el the Kannon Bod%’lisattva ed as important cultural property.

s ) A A carved by Gyoki Bod-

Wa e, hisattva, the first ch- In 1573, the age of turbulence, KONGOURINJI-
[/? ief priest of the temple. Thereaf- temple was attacked and burnt. But the wisdom
B oV ter, it was attended by many of the priest saved the main hall, the pagoda

/é/ . learned priests and grew in
both size and status.

and Nitenmon (a gurdian gate) from the fire.

In Edo era (1603-1867), the first shogun
Tokugawa Ieyasu confributed an estate to
KONGOURIN]JI-temple and reconstruction of
the ruined edifices started.

In 850, it became a Tendai Buddhism tem-
ple after Jikaku Daishi came from the Enr-
vakuji of Mount Hiei.

In 1632, the Imperial prince erected a br-
anch temple called Seisen-in in KONGOURINJI-
temple and practised Buddhistic austerities.
In the 18th century KONGOURIN]I-temple
1 edJﬁces and two affiliated

In 1183, Minamoto Yoshitsune, younger br-
other of the shogun, dropped in at this te-
mple while he was on an expedition. He pr-
.ayed for his wctory and consecrated his




